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My father used to ask for
rain or good weather almost
every day when he said Grace
for supper. Up until last week
we had dodged the bullet for
hail, but now we have been
hit pretty hard. Farmers who
struggled to get crops in this
wet spring are looking at yield
loss in wheat and barley and
some are just cutting it for hay.
The beautiful corn is looking
very tattered as well just as we
are all waiting for that first taste
of summer sweet corn. That
same crop damage translates to
our gardens and landscapes.

My mother’s tomato,
cucumber and melon plants
are so damaged that they will
probably not recover enough
to produce before frost, but
she has cleaned them up and
is hopeful she might still get
something. Her dahlia, iris,
hosta and sedum were also
very damaged. The iris and
hosta are done blooming for
this year and can be cut back.
The sedum and dahlia have
yet to bloom so we will have
to see how they turn out. Her
apple trees have a significant
amount of bark injury that you
can see as small splits on stems
and trunk. Unfortunately those

splits can be entry points for fire
blight, so I hope the weather
is hot enough to suppress the
fire blight spores we know are
everywhere from entering the
trees. I will report developments
I see as the season goes on. Let
me know what you see in your
garden.

On the foliage of trees and
shrubs hail damage looks like
random tears in the leaves.
Hail damage to the leaves is
less concerning than damage
to the branches or trunk as the
plant will have new leaves next
year. We may not see the effects
of stem and trunk damage
until next year, but if you have
broken branches cut them out
now. In this heat it is important
not to add unnecessary stress
to the plant. The best thing we
can do is to keep our plants as
healthy and as properly watered
as possible and remember, we
can be surprised at what a plant
can do to heal itself. I will say
that the hail beat off many of
the leaves killed by fire blight on
spring snow crab trees, but don’t
be fooled into thinking that the
fire blight has gone away. If you
haven’t pruned out your fire
blight, these upcoming hot days
would be a good time to do so.
Be sure to sanitize your pruners
between cuts and bag up the
clippings to put in the trash not
the yard waste bins.

August is an excellent time to
review your watering program
throughout your yard. You
have probably looked at your

water bill with raised eyebrows
and wondered if your system
is doing the best job. I always
recommend that folks do some
investigating around the plants
to see if they are getting the
water they need. That could
mean that you need to move
some rocks and landscape
fabric to check soil moisture,
find the emitters, see if they are
working properly and if you
need more or less water in that
spot. I keep reminding everyone
that watering for trees and
shrubs is not a one-size-fits-all
proposition. You have to know
your soil and understand that
your plant’s water needs change
over time. Whatever you have
to do to keep the soil evenly
moist (not dry and not soggy)
is the most water efficient thing
for your landscape. Your soil
should never have a bad smell.

I feel like I have already
told this story but let me tell it
again, we have had a couple of
customers come in with trees
and shrubs that have been over
watered. In a couple of the cases
it turns out that poor planning
for storm water has left folks
with plants that have drowned.
That can be a tough situation
to predict as most years we
don’t have as much rain as this
year. Remember, symptoms
of too much water are droopy,
almost soggy looking leaves and
crispy leaf edges are generally
symptoms of not enough water
or not enough roots to support
the leaves. If you have a newly
planted tree or shrub that
appears to be struggling and
you suspect too much water,
you may be able to lift the plant,
add soil back into the hole
and replant with the root ball
1-2 inches above the soil grade
and cover the root ball with
wood mulch. That acts as a
drain for the plant and allows

oxygen to the roots. If the plant
has been in the ground long
enough to start to root in, the
best way to create a drain is
to dig several small trenches
(trenching shovel wide) 18-24
inches deep at the edge of the
root ball. Throw that soil away
and refill the trenches with soil
pep. That will act as a drain for
the root ball. You can put the
grass or the landscape fabric
and rock back over the soil pep.
Before you plant a tree or shrub
you should always fill the hole
with water and watch it drain.
That will help you determine
your water schedule for that
plant. If it doesn’t drain you
have to take the additional
measures for drainage. Yes this
could be messy in your lawn but
you want that tree, right?

If you haven’t heard, Zoo
Montana has been granted
Arboretum status because
a group of dedicated folks
have been able to research
and identify plants and trees
around the Zoo. Yellowstone
Arboretum has been officially
accredited by ArbNet and
for us plant geeks they are
publishing a newsletter. Check
out their link: http://www.
botanicalsocietyofzoomontana.
org/arboretum-newsletter to see
what cool things are growing in
Billings.

We have Rudbeckia in full
bloom right now if you need a
happy yellow daisy like flower.
The Hens & Chicks are looking
great and the echinacea and
hibiscus are blooming. You
know I am an advocate of
learning the correct names
of your plants so you can
impress your friends with your
plant knowledge. How you
learn to pronounce a plant
name depends on where in the
country you learned that plant

as pronunciations are often
regional. Several websites have
audio pronunciations and
phonetic transcriptions if you
are that person. Hibiscus is
commonly called rosemallow,
but there are hundreds of
kinds and they range from wild
flowers to tropicals to hardy
perennials to shrubs. Rose of
Sharon (Hibiscus syriacus) is
a Zone 5 shrub that has mixed
reliability here in Billings. It
needs a protected spot, does
not like to get dry in the winter
and often takes significant
winter die back of stems. They
have hollyhock like flowers in
a rainbow of colors. Perennial
hibiscus (Hibiscus moscheutos)
is the one we love that is starting
to bloom now. They come in
glorious reds, pinks and whites,
some with green leaves and
some with burgundy leaves.
They die all the way back to
the ground each year and only
come up when the soil is warm.
Planting in full sun is a must.
The tropical hibiscus (Hibiscus
rosa-sinensis) are sold in our
area as an annual and make a
great statement in pots. I have
had good success with making
them a house plant in the winter
and bringing them back out the
next year. Note: they are a bit
messy as a house plant.

We still have a great selection
of trees, shrubs and perennials
for all your landscape projects.
The roses are blooming again
so stop in for the color and
smells. Add one for your yard at
20% off while they last.


