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We usually consider
that winter in March can
go out like a lion but this
year it seems like it will
be April giving one last
roar before winter gives
up. I know we are all
more than ready for some
sunshine and warm days
to get out in the yard.

Local Master
Gardeners and friends
are trying to get a jump
on the weather and they
were out to visit and tour
the nursery. We are just
in the beginning stages
of getting plants out for
this season but everyone
was able to see our bare
root tree and shrub
potting program as well
as our perennial and rose
potting. We were able
to talk about new plant
varieties and answer
questions about old
favorites. The highlight
was stepping into the
greenhouse and seeing
the color pop of pansies
and violas and starts of

cool weather veggies.

The main question
folks asked, “What
should I be doing now?”
So here we go. It is time
to mow, power rake and
fertilize your lawn. This
helps clean up the snow
mold and gets your
lawn off to a great start.
Consider adding a half
inch of compost to your
grass after you power
rake. That adds a great
boost to your lawn’s
health for the coming
summer.

It is last call forpruning
dormant trees and shrubs
and cutting dead canes
out of rose bushes. There
is also time for one
more application of all
season oil to help prevent
insect hatching. Plums,
and green ash trees are
generally plagued with
aphids and oil can help.
If you have been treating
your trees for insects with
systemic insecticide now
is a good time to do that.

Spring is also the time
to look at your trees to
make sure they are not

being girdled or choked
by tree ties or landscape
fabric. Young trees that
are staked need to be
checked twice a season
to make sure they are not
harmed. Always use a
soft, flexible material for
tree staking. Avoid what
you see in this photo. If
you protected your tree
trunks with wrap for the
winter it is time to remove
that. Look at your
shrubs to evaluate again
that landscape fabric is
not choking the stems
and if there are enough
irrigation emitters for the
size of the plant. Plants
installed years ago with
one or two emitters may
need three or four now.

If you have shrubs that
need pruning attention,
consider thinning those
now. Thinning a shrub
means that you look for
older stems to remove
to promote light and
air movement in the
center of the shrub. This
technique gives the lower
portion of the plant the
light and energy it needs
to look good. This works
well with dogwood,
cotoneaster, viburnum
and lilac. Remember to
wait to prune lilacs until
after they bloom. The
best rule of thumb for
flowering shrub pruning
is to know if your shrub
blooms on old or new
wood. If it blooms on
old wood the best time to
prune is after the shrub
blooms. If it blooms on

new wood like spirea
and potentilla the plant
is more forgiving on
pruning time.

If you haven’t
already cleaned up your
perennials and cut back
your grasses do that
now. Calamagrostis,
pannicum, and
miscanthus should
be cut back to 4-6”
above the crown of the
plant. If you have blue
fescue or blue oat grass
(helictotrichon and no I
still cannot pronounce
that) they respond
better to cutting out the
seed stems and a light
cleaning of the crown to
remove dry leaves. Most
of your perennials and
grasses will benefit from
spring fertilizer. I like to
use Milorganite all over
the yard. Fertilize peony
after they bloom.

If you compost your
yard waste think back
to any insect or fungus
problems you might have
had. I know my own
compost pile does not
get hot enough, 140+
degrees, to kill all the
pathogens, insects and
weed seeds. If you had
issues last year it is a
good idea not to compost
that material.

Let’s talk about weed
spraying. I am not a
certified weed sprayer
but my training has been
that weeds MUST be
actively growing to take
up any herbicide that

you apply. That means
that the temperature has
to be warm enough that
the weed has its pores
open so it will take in the
herbicide. If you have
sprayed and don’t see any
results it was probably
too cold. Always follow
the label instructions for
application timing and
dosage, more chemical is
not better.

We are getting several
deliveries of plants each
week as the season gets
going. There will be
many new varieties as
well as old favorites so
we know you will find
something you must
have for your yard. We
are also setting out our
trees and shrubs from the
winter over and plants are
waking up. We have bulk
and bagged bark mulch
and compost, bulk gravel
and a great selection of
accent boulders. Lynne,
Karen, Ann and I look
forward to seeing old and
new friends out at the
nursery!


